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“�e solution to the drift of contemporary Christianity away from the Gospel is 
restoration. We get messed up; we need to restart. �is call has great personal appeal.” 
Harold Shank, elder, Memorial Road Church of Christ, Oklahoma City.

“Conversational, inclusive, and persuasive.” Beng Chuan Tan, lead minister, Pasir 
Panjang Church of Christ, Singapore.

“�is book has revitalised me. Read it if you grew up among Churches of Christ and 
are seeking to understand why you should stay.” Nathan Wilson, youth leader, �e 
Point Church, Brisbane, Queensland.

“Extraordinary book – thoughtful and well-informed, with an irenic spirit.” 
Allen Black, dean, Harding School of �eology, Memphis.

“Delightfully readable.” Andrew Johnson, principal, Redlands College, Brisbane.

“�is book is a must read.” Gordon Hogan, elder, 
College Church of Christ, Searcy, Arkansas.

In an age when biblical discipleship appears to be waning, four current 
and former church elders call for spiritual renewal through restoring the 
ancient faith, practices, and ethos of the �rst Christians. �e writers o�er 
fresh, practical insights about spiritual renewal, sharing observations 
concerning personal, communal, and societal aspects of discipleship. 

While the writers share a common spiritual heritage among Churches of 
Christ, they bring diverse perspectives gained from living and working in 
Asia, Australia, and America. Even as the book emits di�erent voices, the 
underlying conviction is unmistakable: true disciples are those who abide 
in Christ, are empowered by the Spirit, and glorify the Father by 
demonstrating �delity to Scripture.

Benny Tabalujan worked as a lawyer and lecturer in Melbourne, Hong Kong, and 
Singapore and is an elder with Belmore Road Church of Christ, Melbourne.

Allan McNicol grew up in Australia and spent a lifetime in the United States, 
serving as a church elder and seminary professor in Austin, Texas. 

Steve Wilson is Sydney-born and previously worked as a signwriter, teacher, and 
counsellor; he serves as an elder with �e Point Church in Brisbane.

Everett Ferguson is a respected historian of the early church and a former elder 
at Hillcrest Church of Christ in Abilene, Texas.
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    Dedication

     In memory of

     Warren Holyoak
      (1949 – 2011)

      Fellow shepherd, friend, and pilgrim brother

    Reflection by Pauline Holyoak

When Benny first told me about this book my first thought was 
that Warren would have loved to have been involved. Restoring 
biblical discipleship is a topic that was close to his heart. 
    The seeds were sown very early in his life. When Warren was 
growing up his parents were members of the mainline Churches 
of Christ in Sydney, in whose circles his father, Stan, was quite 
well known. Stan was often a guest preacher in various Sydney 
congregations. 
    As a boy Warren remembered lying in his bed listening to the 
conversations his father was having in the living room on the 
other side of the wall, discussing what Stan saw was happening in 
the church – how he saw it moving away from biblical teaching. 
Eventually, the Holyoaks became part of a non-denominational 
Church of Christ meeting in Merrylands in western Sydney. This 
experience left a lasting impression on Warren.
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 When we first met, Warren, despite his upbringing, wasn’t a 
Christian. And I was a Roman Catholic. When we decided to 
marry, we both knew something ought to be done about our 
different beliefs. So Warren suggested we should study the Bible 
together. Studying Scripture opened my own eyes. It was also life-
changing for Warren. Scripture brought us closer to God – and to 
each other. Our appetite for His Word was stimulated and never 
quenched.
 As he matured in faith, Warren became much like his father. 
Whenever we had visitors he would sit down and talk with them 
about Jesus, discipleship, and the church. The discussions would 
often go late into the night. They underscored his passion for 
passing on to the next generation a deep conviction in the Word 
and a renewed understanding of the roots of Christian faith. This 
desire kept him active and motivated even as he suffered through 
his long illness.
 Warren’s story demonstrates the life-changing nature of God’s 
Word. It also shows that knowledge of the Word alone isn’t 
sufficient. Restoring sinners to God and church teachings to 
their biblical origins also requires a humble heart. It requires us 
to submit to God, put our own ideas aside, and follow instead 
the things Jesus taught and passed on to His disciples through 
the Spirit. This submission isn’t a passive thing. It’s active; it’s 
a choice we must make every day about Whom we will follow, 
Whom we will serve.
 I pray the Lord will bless this book to His glory.

Pauline Holyoak
Brisbane, April 2021
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The tapestry that is this book has its genesis in 2019. One strand 
relates to InterSections magazine which was launched in 2009. As 
editor of this small Christian journal, I thought it would be fitting 
if several of us associated with InterSections could collaborate to 
produce a book in order to mark its 10th anniversary.
    Another strand is a desire to honour the memory of Warren 
Holyoak, a good and gracious Christian gentleman. At the time 
of his death in November 2011, Warren was one of the elders 
of The Point Church in Brisbane, Australia. Two years prior, 
in August 2009, with the assistance of Klesis Institute he had 
launched InterSections as a quarterly magazine primarily for non-
denominational Churches of Christ in Australia. Warren was the 
founding editor; Christine Payne and I were his associate editors. 
 As it turned out,  this book was conceived in 2019 but only 
came to fruition in 2021. This timing wasn’t entirely planned but 
it’s quite apt. The book ends up straddling two 10th anniversaries: 
the launch of InterSections magazine and the passing of Warren to 
be with the Lord. 
 Today it’s heartening to see InterSections circulating more 
widely among readers in Australia as well as overseas. God has 
been good to us – and I’d like to imagine that Warren would be 
pleased to see the progress of his little journal.
 With that progress in mind, this book may be viewed as an 
extension of InterSections. Similar to the magazine, this book 
seeks to inform, encourage, and unite believers seeking to restore 
the faith and practices of the first Christians. Indeed, parts of 
certain chapters first appeared as shorter articles in InterSections. 
 As primary author of the book, I offer a more detailed 
consideration of what returning to the habits and ethos of Jesus 
and His earliest followers may look like in our day. To provide 
additional perspectives and enrich the conversation, Allan McNicol 
(who serves on the InterSections editorial advisory board) and 
Steve Wilson (who’s a regular contributor to InterSections) add 
their voices. We also invited Everett Ferguson, a church historian, 
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to contribute a speech he delivered concerning Churches of Christ. 
The result is a modest but hopefully informative volume.  
 The subtitle of this book notes that the call to Christian 
discipleship which we’re heralding may appear uncommon to 
some. Why uncommon? Two reasons come to mind.  First, in an 
age of increasing secularism, culture wars, and economic tensions 
(not to mention pandemics), it’s odd to imagine that the path to 
personal joy and human flourishing lies in Christian discipleship. 
Maybe we need better science and technology, improved health 
and social services, or massive economic or political change; but 
Christian discipleship – really? 
 Yet, discipleship – following Jesus through the power of the 
Holy Spirit to the Father’s glory – is what this book is about. 
The underlying conviction is that every personal, communal, 
and societal problem ultimately has spiritual roots. That’s why 
politics, medicine, law, and technology can’t provide lasting 
solutions. Only God can.  
 Second, among followers and would-be followers of Jesus, a call 
to restore the faith and practices of the 1st century disciples may 
also appear anachronistic. Even if it’s assumed that Christianity 
has a crucial message for today, surely attempting to replicate 
the faith and life of the earliest disciples is incongruent given the 
complexities of our 21st century world? Shouldn’t the Christian 
faith be modernised in order to move on with the times? 
 We respectfully demur. We’re convinced that returning to the 
original teachings, habits, and ethos of Jesus and His earliest 
followers puts us squarely on the path of genuine discipleship. 
Proximity promotes authenticity. At the same time, a glance at 
Scripture and two millennia of church history reveals that we’re 
not the only ones who’ve been energised by such restorationist 
impulses. There have been others. Hence, while the call we make 
may be uncommon and in the minority, it’s not as novel as it first 
appears. 
 In case there are readers who wish to use this book as a teaching 
resource, we provide at the end of the book a set of discussion 
questions for each chapter.

RENEWAL THROUGH RESTORATION
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 Our hope is that this book will be a blessing to you as you 
read it, just as it has been a blessing to us who collaborated to 
produce it.

Now to Him who is able to do 
far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,

according to the power at work within us,
to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 

all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Ephesians 3:20-21

Benny Tabalujan
Melbourne, April 2021
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